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ADOPTION CONTRACT 
  
This CONTRACT is made and entered into this _______day of _________________, 20____ between, 
Keeshond Affiliated Rescuers of the Mid Atlantic, hereafter referred to as "KARMA") and 
__________________________________ (hereafter referred to as the "Adopter").  

KARMA, in order to protect the breed of Keeshonden, accepts for placement from individuals, animal shelters, 
humane societies, and other persons and entities, Keeshonden which are unwanted, abandoned, neglected, lost, 
or mistreated.  

KARMA places such dogs in suitable homes in consideration of the payment of an adoption fee.  In order to 

deliver to the Adopter the Adoptee upon payment in full of the adoption fee detailed in Paragraph 7 below, the 

execution of this agreement, and a security interest in the Adoptee retained by the KARMA, it is agreed as 

follows: 

1) Keeshond Affiliated Rescuers of the Mid Atlantic agrees to place for adoption the following Keeshond dog 

(hereafter referred to as the "Adoptee") with the Adopter: Call Name:_____________________________, Breed: 

Keeshond, Color  and  distinctive  markings:  Black,  Gray,  Cream.  Approximate  age:__________, Origin  of  

dog:______________________________ and Microchip number ____________________________. 

2) The parties agree that the Keeshond specified in Paragraph 1 is a unique form of property, in that it is a live 

animal in need of daily care by the Adopter. 

3) KARMA agrees and warrants that the Adopter has received all of the medical records/ history available for the 

dog. 

4) The parties agree that the KARMA shall retain a security interest in the Adoptee, pursuant to Virginia law to 

ensure the performance of all obligations of the Adopter under this contract. 

5) The parties agree that breach of this contract by the Adopter shall result in the immediate reversion of 

ownership of the Adoptee to KARMA, by the application of applicable State law and the attachment of the security 

interest reserved to the Rescue Service in the Adoptee. 

6) The parties agree that should any provision of this agreement be void under Virginia law, that said void 

paragraph may be stricken and the remaining provisions remain in effect and are binding. 

7) The Adopter agrees to pay an adoption fee of $___________________, to KARMA, to partially defer KARMA’s 

costs. This adoption fee is NOT refundable or reclaimable. 

8) The Adopter agrees to permanently keep KARMA as a secondary or alternate contact on the microchip 

registration. 

9) In the event the adopter can no longer care for the dog, it shall not be sold or given to another party.   Instead 

the dog will be returned to KARMA unless the adopter has prior written consent from KARMA.  

10) The Adopter agrees to keep a collar or harness with the Adoptee's current rabies numbers, and ID tag with 

Adopter contact information on at all times. If the local government requires dogs to be licensed, a current license 

tag is also required.  
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11) The parties agree that the KARMA places the Adoptee with no warranty as to the physical condition or 

temperament of the dog, and that the Adopter takes the Adoptee as is with all defects either observable or 

unobservable and assumes full risk for such dog Adoptee from the date of signing of this Contract.  

12) The Adopter agrees to care for the Adoptee in a humane manner, including but not limited to, providing 

adequate premium quality food, water, shelter, exercise, grooming, and veterinary care for the duration of the 

Adoptee's life. Furthermore, all local dog ordinances will be complied with at all times, including "pooper-scooper" 

ordinances.  

13) The Adopter agrees to provide an adequate fenced exercise area or to provide a safe exercise routine for the 

Adoptee. Under no circumstances is the Adoptee to be tied to anything at ground level and left unattended. If the 

provision of a fenced area is not possible, then it is agreed that the Adoptee will be exercised by vigorous walking 

or running, on a leash or under Adopter’s control, with the Adopter or surrogate, for at least three periods of at 

least 20 minutes duration each per week.  

14) The Adopter agrees that the Adoptee must be protected by being on a leash or under direct control at all 

times when outside a fenced enclosure, and that at no time will the Adoptee be transported in the open bed of a 

pickup truck, or left unattended in a closed vehicle in an unsafe manner. Under no circumstances is the Adoptee 

ever to be transported in a manner that is unsafe for animals.  

15) The parties agree that the Adoptee is placed as a pet, with no warranty as to the quality of the dog, and with 

no right to register the dog with the American Kennel Club except for limited registration for competitive 

obedience/agility/rally, etc. purposes only.  

16) The Adopter agrees to notify the KARMA immediately in the event the Adoptee is lost or stolen, and at the 

time of the Adoptee's death.  

17) The Adopter agrees to notify KARMA of any change in telephone number and/or address within TEN days of 

this change. KARMA agrees to notify Adopter of any change in telephone number and/or address with TEN days 

of this change.  

18) The parties agree that should the Adopter breach any of the agreements contained in this Contract, the 

Rescue Service has the right to rescind this Contract and demand return of the Adoptee. Should the Adopter fail 

to return the Adoptee, KARMA may seek an Order from the court of competent jurisdiction for the return of the 

Adoptee, and legal costs incurred during that action.  

19) The parties agree that the Adopter may request that KARMA take the Adoptee back at any time and for any 

reason. The reason for the return, if available, must be specified in writing prior to the return.  

20) The parties agree that the Adopter assumes all responsibility for the dog's actions after the Adoptee is placed 

with the Adopter. The Adopter agrees to hold KARMA harmless for any actions of the Adoptee after it is placed 

with the Adopter.  

21) The parties agree that the Adopter agrees to allow, upon reasonable advance notice, regular follow up 

evaluations, by telephone, e-mail, and in the form of in-person visits, if warranted.  

I attest that the statements and information in this Adoption Contract are accurate to the best of my knowledge. I 
understand by signing below I agree to the policies as set forth in the Keeshond Affiliated Rescuers of the Mid 
Atlantic Adoption Contract. 

Adopter Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: ____________ 

Email contact: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone contact:   ______________________________________________________________________ 

Keeshond Affiliated Rescuers of the Mid Atlantic 

Representative: ___________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 




